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the sea, taking into account the as-
similative capacity of the receiving 
marine environment, and provided that 
such discharge occurs, wherever prac-
ticable, where conditions exist for ini-
tial dilution and rapid dispersal, and 
further provided that large quantities 
of such wastes (generated in a station 
where the average weekly occupancy 
over the austral summer is approxi-
mately 30 individuals or more) shall be 
treated at least by maceration. If bio-
logical treatment processes are used, 
the by-product of such treatment may 
be disposed of into the sea provided dis-
posal does not adversely affect the 
local environment. 

(d) Residues of introduced animal 
carcasses, laboratory culture of micro- 
organisms and plant pathogens, and in-
troduced avian products must be re-
moved from Antarctica unless inciner-
ated, autoclaved or otherwise steri-
lized. 

(e) Combustible wastes not removed 
from Antarctica other than wastes re-
ferred to in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, shall be burnt in incinerators 
which reduce harmful emissions or dis-
charges to the maximum extent prac-
ticable and the solid residue of such in-
cineration shall be removed from Ant-
arctica; provided, however, that USAP 
may continue to bury such combustible 
wastes in snow pits at South Pole Sta-
tion, but must phase out such practices 
before March 1, 1995. Any emission or 
discharge standards and equipment 
guidelines which may be recommended 
by the Committee for Environmental 
Protection constituted or to be con-
stituted pursuant to the Protocol or by 
the Scientific Committee on Antarctic 
Research shall be taken into account. 

(f) Sewage and domestic liquid 
wastes and other liquid wastes not re-
moved from Antarctica in accordance 
with other provisions of this section, 
shall, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, not be disposed of onto sea ice, 
ice shelves or grounded ice-sheet unless 
such wastes were generated by stations 
located inland on ice shelves or on the 
grounded ice-sheet. In such event, the 
wastes may be disposed of in deep ice 
pits if that is the only practicable op-
tion, provided the ice pits are not lo-
cated on known ice-flow lines which 

terminate at ice-free land areas or in 
blue ice areas of high ablation. 

(g) No wastes may be disposed of onto 
ice-free areas or into any fresh water 
system. 

(h) Open burning of wastes is prohib-
ited at all permanent stations, and 
shall be phased out at all other loca-
tions by March 1, 1994. If it is necessary 
to dispose of waste by open burning 
prior to March 1, 1994, allowance shall 
be made for the wind direction and 
speed and the type of waste to be burnt 
to limit particulate deposition and to 
avoid such deposition over areas of spe-
cial biological, scientific, historic, aes-
thetic or wilderness significance. 

(i) Each unauthorized release of 
waste in Antarctic shall be, to the 
maximum extent practicable, promptly 
cleaned up by the person responsible 
for such release. 

§ 671.13 Waste management for the 
USAP. 

(a) In order to provide a basis for 
tracking USAP wastes, and to facili-
tate studies aimed at evaluating the 
environmental impacts of scientific ac-
tivity and logistic support, the USAP 
shall classify its wastes in one of the 
following categories: 

(1) Sewage and domestic liquid 
wastes; 

(2) Other liquid wastes and chemi-
cals, including fuels and lubricants; 

(3) Solid wastes to be combusted; 
(4) Other solid wastes; and 
(5) Radioactive material. 
(b) USAP shall prepare and annually 

review and update a waste manage-
ment plan (including plans for waste 
reduction, storage and disposal) speci-
fying for each of its permanent sta-
tions, field camps and ships (other than 
small boats that are part of the oper-
ations of permanent stations or are 
otherwise taken into account in exist-
ing management plans for ships): 

(1) Current and planned waste man-
agement arrangements, including final 
disposal; 

(2) Current and planned arrangement 
for assessing the environmental effects 
of waste and waste management; 

(3) Other efforts to minimize environ-
mental effects of wastes and waste 
management; and 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 10:37 Dec 07, 2007 Jkt 211186 PO 00000 Frm 00216 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\211186.XXX 211186eb
en

th
al

l o
n 

P
R

O
D

P
C

61
 w

ith
 C

F
R



207 

National Science Foundation § 671.16 

(4) Programs for cleaning up existing 
waste disposal sites and abandoned 
work sites. 

(c) USAP shall designate one or more 
waste management officials to develop 
and monitor waste management plans 
and ensure that members of expedi-
tions receive training so as to limit the 
impact of their activities on the Ant-
arctic environment, and to inform 
them of the requirements of the Pro-
tocol and of this Part. 

(d) USAP shall, to the extent prac-
ticable, prepare an inventory of loca-
tions of past activities (i.e., traverses, 
fuel depots, field bases, crashed air-
craft) so that such locations can be 
taken into account in planning future 
scientific, logistic and waste manage-
ment programs. 

(e) USAP shall clean up its past and 
present waste disposal sites on land 
and abandoned work sites, except that 
it shall not be required to: 

(1) Remove any structure designated 
as a historic site or monument; or 

(2) Remove any structure or waste in 
circumstances where the removal 
would result in greater adverse envi-
ronmental impact than leaving the 
structure or waste in its existing loca-
tion. 

(f) USAP shall circulate waste man-
agement plans and inventories de-
scribed in this section in accordance 
with the requirements of the Treaty 
and the Protocol. 

Subpart E—Designation of Banned 
Substances; Reclassification 
of Pollutants 

§ 671.14 Annual review. 
The Director shall review the list of 

banned substances and designated pol-
lutants at least annually, and may pro-
pose the designation or redesignation 
of any substance as a banned sub-
stance, designated pollutant or other 
waste, based on the following criteria: 

(a) If the Director determines that a 
substance, including a designated pol-
lutant, poses a substantial immediate 
hazard to health or the environment 
and such hazard cannot be eliminated 
through waste management practices 
or other methods, or if the Parties to 
the Protocol or Treaty agree that a 
substance should be banned from use in 

Antarctica, the Director may designate 
such substance a banned substance. 

(b) If the Director determines that a 
substance is liable to create a hazard 
to health or the environment if im-
properly treated or processed, stored, 
transported, or disposed of, the Direc-
tor may designate such substance a 
designated pollutant. 

(c) If the Director determines that a 
substance previously designated a 
banned substance no longer displays 
the characteristics described in para-
graph (a) of this section, the Director 
may remove such substance from the 
list of banned substances (to the extent 
consistent with the provisions of the 
Protocol), but if the Director deter-
mines that such substance has the 
characteristics described in paragraph 
(b) of this section, it shall be redesig-
nated a designated pollutant. 

(d) If the Director determines that a 
substance previously designated a des-
ignated pollutant no longer displays 
the characteristics described in para-
graph (b) of this section, the Director 
may remove such substance from the 
list of designated pollutants. 

(e) In making the determinations re-
ferred to in paragraphs (a) through (d) 
of this section, the Director shall take 
into account all relevant new informa-
tion obtained through monitoring ac-
tivities or otherwise. 

§ 671.15 Publication of preliminary de-
termination 

Prior to any designation or redesig-
nation of substances pursuant to 
§ 671.14 (including removal of such sub-
stances from lists of banned substances 
or designated pollutants), the Director 
shall publish notice in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER of any proposed designation 
or redesignation, including the basis 
therefor. The notice shall invite the 
submission by interested parties, the 
Environmental Protection Agency and 
other federal agencies, within 30 days 
after the date of publication of notice, 
of written data, comments, or views 
with respect to such action. 

§ 671.16 Designation and redesignation 
of pollutants 

After review of any comments or sug-
gestions received from interested par-
ties, the Environmental Protection 
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